
 

 

 

  

 

 

June 20 2018  

The Honorable Donald J. Trump 

President of the United States 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Trump: 

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we commend the many steps your administration has taken to making America a more 

competitive place to do business. The administration can build on this success and ensure the creation of new American jobs by 

backing the Kigali amendment to the Montreal Protocol and then supporting its Senate ratification. 

Through a combination of deregulation and pro-growth tax reform, the economy is roaring again. The economy has grown at 2.9 percent 

in the past year, far outpacing the 2 percent growth avernaged under the Obama years.  

Today, the unemployment rate is at 3.9 percent, a 17 year low. Job openings have hit a record high of 6.6 million, and real disposable 

income grew at 3.4 percent in Q1 of 2018. In the past year, optimism among small businesses, manufacturers, and middle market 

businesses has hit record high levels. 

Your administration should now look to advance policies that further advance American competitiveness. The Kigali amendment 

will do this by allowing U.S. manufacturers to access foreign markets.  

The Kigali amendment is an agreement guiding the phasedown of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) used in refrigeration, heating and air-

conditioning equipment in favor of newer technologies such as hydrofluroolefins (HFOs).  

Because of the technological prowess of American manufacturers, U.S. businesses stand to gain from this deal – ratification will 

open new markets at a time when demand for refrigeration, heating, and air-condition equipment is projected to grow.  

According to a study conducted by JMS Consulting and Inforum, ratifying the Kigali amendment will grow the U.S. share for these 

products by 25 percent. Failing to ratify the Kigali amendment will see American market share decline by 14 percent.  

Ratifying the Kigali amendment will increase economic output by $12.5 billion, leading to 33,000 more manufacturing jobs over the 

next decade and 117,000 indirect jobs in manufacturing dependent industries. The amendment also has broad support in the U.S. business 

and manufacturing community.  

The agreement currently has enough support amongst other nations to go into effect on January 1, 2019. However, if the U.S. fails to 

ratify the agreement, American manufacturers will be restricted in their ability to sell into foreign markets at the cost of jobs and wealth. 

Senate ratification of the Kigali amendment will build on the success of deregulation and tax reform and help ensure the economy 

continues to grow at strong levels. This agreement has our support because it will ensure that U.S. manufacturers are able to thrive in 

the global economy and create more wealth and jobs in America.  

Sincerely,  

Alex Hendrie 

Director of Tax Policy, Americans for Tax Reform 

George David Banks 

Executive Vice President, American Council for Capital Formation 

Patrick Hedger 

Director of Policy, FreedomWorks 

 

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/republicans/latest-charts
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
http://money.cnn.com/2018/05/08/news/economy/job-openings-april/index.html
https://www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/gdpnewsrelease.htm
https://www.bea.gov/newsreleases/national/gdp/gdpnewsrelease.htm
https://www.nfib.com/surveys/small-business-economic-trends/
http://www.nam.org/Newsroom/Press-Releases/2017/12/NAM-Survey--Manufacturers--Optimism-Reaches-Record-High-Amid-Progress-on-Tax-Reform/
https://www.uschamber.com/sites/default/files/rsm_q1_2018_middle_market_business_index.pdf
https://www.uschamber.com/sites/default/files/rsm_q1_2018_middle_market_business_index.pdf
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4451081-Kigali-Report-InforumJMS-Apr19-Final.html

